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The Finnish Glass Museum has staged the Finnish Glass Lives exhibitions, documenting the glass industry of Finland, on five previous occasions, in 1986, 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2005. Finnish Glass Lives includes a catalogue listing exhibitions and other important glass-related events from the preceding five years and including illustrations of recent glass products and works of glass art. The catalogue also contains information on glass artists/designers and glassworks/studios. The texts are in Finnish and English.
The Finnish Glass Museum is holding its sixth Finnish Glass Lives exhibition. The first occasion was in 1986, when an overview of the previous five years in glass art and design was presented. It was realized at the time that an exhibition of this kind is important for the purposes of documentation and for collecting and recording information – the specific work of a national specialist museum. 
The two previous exhibitions on this theme included an international tour. A large selection of artists and designers, and their works, were selected from the Finnish Glass Lives exhibitions to create a separate displayed entity, of which a catalogue was also published. 
The culture of Finnish glass today is completely different from what it was 25 years ago. At the time, there were six large, independent glassworks in Finland (Nuutajärvi, Iittala, Karhula, Riihimäki, Kumela and Humppila) and studio glass art was still in its infancy. Of those glassworks, only the Iittala brand actually exists at present, with the Iittala and Nuutajärvi glassworks operating under it. Most of Iittala's products are now made abroad and many foreign designers have created products that are sold under Iittala's "i" brand. On the other hand, Finnish glass design expertise has found its way abroad, with perhaps the large Pasabahce glassworks in Turkey as the leading manufacturer in this connection. An international orientation is an accepted fact in the glass industry, and a permanent choice for the future. 
Although collaboration between modern Finnish glass art and design and the country's glassworks has ended almost completely, we are fortunate in that training in glass art over the past two decades has led to results, bringing forth the numerous glass artists whose works are on display in Finnish Glass Lives 6. 
The concept of the Finnish Glass Lives exhibitions was created on a sound basis, and it will also be topical in 2015. As in the previous exhibitions on this theme, the present showing follows a broad special theme, from glassworks to the studio. The future of Finnish glass today depends above all on the contributions of individual artists and skilled designers. 
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The material is available for use only in connection with exhibitions and information issued by the museum.

The Finnish Glass Museum, Tehtaankatu 23, FI 11910 Riihimäki, is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm (March-December), Information about the entrance fees and services: + 358 (0)19-758 4108, glass.museum@riihimaki.fi
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